1. "Every political theory rests on what might be described as a philosophical psychology: a set of assumptions about what human beings want from life and from one another, and about what moves them to action. In short, every political theory rests on a theory of human nature. It follows that no political theory can be more plausible than the philosophical psychology on which it rests." Describe the philosophical psychologies of at least five theorists we have considered in this course and in each case explain the links between the philosophical psychology and the political theory. Which philosophical psychology do you find the most appealing, and why? What are the weaknesses of the view you like best, and how would you respond to someone who pointed them out?
2. "Every Enlightenment theory of politics involves commitments to the ideas that politics can be reduced to a science and that the greatest human good is freedom, as guaranteed by preserving individual rights. These twin Enlightenment commitments live in considerable tension with one another, but the best we can do is manage the tension rather than resolve it or abandon either of the values that gives rise to it." Discuss with reference to at least five authors considered in the course. Which approach to managing the tension is the most effective, and why? What disadvantages attend your preferred approach, and how should they be dealt with?
3. "The idea that the work one does should determine what one is entitled to in life has the paradoxical feature that almost no one is willing to abandon it, yet it turns out on close inspection to be surprisingly difficult to justify." Discuss with reference to Locke, Marx, Nozick, Rawls, Burke, and MacIntyre. Who deals with the tensions resulting from the paradox most effectively? Why?
End of examination

